May 26, 2010

Susan M. Pavalko

170 Chambers Building

The Pennsylvania State University

University Park, PA  16802

                                          Recommendation: Olivia Letts

To Whom It May Concern:

     I am an instructor/supervisor of pre-service student teachers in the College of Education, at The Pennsylvania State University.  Olivia Letts was assigned to my specific, cohort during the Fall Semester, 2009.  I have found Olivia to be an extremely, responsible/reliable young woman.  She embodies the spirit of the consummate 

Professional: sensitive, caring, and dedicated.  Olivia always treated the children in her classroom with kindness and respect. A mutual rapport existed. Her lessons were thought- provoking and creative, and fostered critical thinking skills.  

   Olivia had the ability to effectively translate theory into practice and apply learned concepts. I was impressed with her work ethic and an attention-to-detail philosophy that marked every assignment.  She was intent on becoming the very best teacher possible. She was not afraid to take risks and concentrated on developing creative learning experiences that motivated her students. I saw her take a cursory, “map,” lesson and extend it to include a walking tour of the school’s hallways—with a detailed map—searching for hidden treasure. This particular lesson’s objectives reflected an important awareness of cross-cutting the taxonomy levels.

   Olivia’s academic endeavors were sound and reflected high quality.  Her time management ability and organizational skills were excellent. She sought feedback and implemented suggestions, accordingly. I could count on Olivia to make pertinent and significant contributions to class discussions.  Her grasp of theoretical concepts was refreshing. In my opinion, Olivia will be a valuable asset to the teaching profession.

                                                                                                 Sincerely,

                                                                                                Susan M. Pavalko, Instructor

                                                                                                College of Education

                                                                                                Penn State University

